438.   NON-BRAHMINS
The Chronicle invites me to explain my action or inaction in
connection with the Non-Brahmin Conference at Belgaum. It
surprises me to hear complaints of indifference on the part of the
Congress leaders regarding the Conference. Speaking for myself
I was trying to attend all the conferences consistently with the work
I had gone to Belgaum to do. The Non-Brahmin Conference that
was held was not held, so I was told, in response to Maulana
Mahomed Ali's invitation. It was not held on the Congress
ground. It was not held in consultation with any Congressman so
far as I am aware. I knew nothing of the time or the place of the
meeting except through the admission card that was delivered to me
in common with numerous such cards. Nevertheless I was anxious
to attend it and was trying to fit in my visit there with my other
appointments. Unfortunately I was attending to business. I
could not leave, whilst the Conference was proceeding. When I
finished my work and inquired I found that the Conference was
already dissolved. I state these facts merely to show that there
was neither disinclination nor discourtesy shown regarding the
Conference. What applies to me applies to most leaders, In my
opinion it Was the duty of the organizers to consult me as to the
time of the Conference so as to ensure my attendance. And I
would then have made it possible for the other Congress leaders,
too, to go. Maulana Mahomed Ali's invitation was not meant for
a mechanical act of holding other conferences during the Congress
week. It was to bring the parties together in hearty contact. I
find no fault with the organizers of the Non-Brahmin Conference;
I am simply endeavouring to show that the Congress leaders would
have gladly gone if they could have and if they had been given
an opportunity. Since writing the foregoing I have seen Sjt
Gangadharrao's explanation which makes the position clearer.
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